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ABSTRACT

The Israeli vision, in many internal and external issues, is based on
religious considerations pertaining to historical views especially in regard to
what they believe in such as "The Promised Land" and "The Chosen People
of God". These historical and religious considerations have great influence
on a wide sector of the Israclis and their political leadership. Therefore,
decision making and the Israeli policy are influenced by these factors.

The religious dimension is evident in the social and political life in Israel
in two aspects: The first aspect is the influence of the religious parties on
decision makers even though they may be secular: This influence is
manifested through participation in the government and Knesset, and the
spread of religious establishments. The second aspect is represented in the
domination of the religious injunctions and ancient historical events on the
Israeli public and officials and their role in reviving the ancient state of Israel
in Palestine as it was in the days of David and Solomon.

The religious dimension played a prominent role in maintaining the
borders of the state unspecified, giving no definition of who a jew is, the lack
of establishing a constitution for the state, and in making the belief in
Judiasm the means for obtaining citizenship, nationality and all other
political rights. The religious dimension also played a role in many internal
social fields such as the sanctity of Saturday and the recruitment of religious
women. These activities, although they might look trivial, helped in changing
the government.

The Israeli policy has been influenced to a great extent by a number of
factors related to the religious dimension. These factors include the Zionist

ideology (religious, political, christian), and the political culture that is based
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on religious foundations. There are also insututional factors pertaining to the
role of the religious institutions in directing the public opinion, and imposing
religious view on the state, Knesset and the society.

The output of Israeli policy was affected by these religious
considerations. Therefore, the Israeli positions are very strict and firm
especially in regard to Jerusalem, the occupied land in 1967, Jewish
immigration, settlement, peace and the anticipated expansion.

The religious dimension in the Israeli policy emphasizes the fact that the
Israeli foreign policy is based on expansion so as to establish the so called
"Greater Israel” from Euphrates to the Nile.

The existence of the religious dimension in the Israeli policy does not
exclude the other dimensions such as the security, political and economic
dimensions. This does not also mean that the majority of the Israelis are
religious; it means that the religious and historical values of the secular
people have become political programs to accomplish expansionist goals.

The study of the religious dimension in the Israehi policy reveals the
danger of this policy which aims at establishing "Greater Israel" and
"Hebraic Civilization” to replace Arab-Islamic civilization. This study also
reveals the nature of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the region. The Israelis
believe that the problem is not political or geographical related to the
borders; it is the existence of the jews in the world that must have the role of
leading the whole world starting from Jerusalem, just as Rome did in the
past. This shows that the conflict with Israel is a matter of existence rather

than of borders.
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